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Chair's Corner
Hello and happy spring! (Although you never know in
MN...) The section has been keeping busy planning
outreach, judging science fair projects, and attending the
National ACS Spring Conference. In March, the section
hosted a great seminar by Dr. Carla Pavone from the
UMN on Entrepreneurship in Chemistry. Thanks to all
who joined the discussion! Keep your eye out for an
announcement about our next seminar scheduled on
May 17th. The topic is “Cannabis Chemistry Overview
and Career Opportunities for a Growing Industry”. We
have also begun planning for a summer social and
awards event. For more information on upcoming
events, check out our website.
This spring, there has been a lot of engagement focused
on chemistry education. Several of our members had
opportunity to participate as judges in the regional and state science fairs for middle and
high school students. Thank you to the judges for volunteering your time! Check out the list
of winners and their project topics in the newsletter. I observed that there was a lot of
interest in gluten chemistry and other food science topics this year – it’s always fun to see
students exploring the world around them with the scientific method. In addition, the
annual Chemistry Olympiad competition for high school students is underway and the
Winchell Undergraduate Research Symposium is coming up at the end of April.
Finally, I am excited to welcome two new committee chairs to the section: Steven Butler
for the Safety Committee and Yao Yao Chen for the Women Chemist Committee. Thank
you very much for raising your hand to volunteer. With such a strong group of leaders in
our executive committee, I’m looking forward to seeing what the rest of the year will bring.
As always, if you have ideas, suggestions, or needs that the section can support, please
reach out to me or the other committee members with your input. Take care!
Trisha Miller

Updates from the Local MN ACS Section
Councilor Talking Points
A full summary of the councilor talking points from the Spring 2022 ACS national meeting
can be founds here.
Some highlights can be found bellow:
Selection of Marry Carroll and Rigoberto Hernandez as candidates for 2023
President-Elect
Selection of Kimberly Agnew-Heard and Marcy Towns as District II candidates;
and Christopher J. Bannochie and Lisa Houston as District IV candidates.
Selection of Milagros (Milly) Delgado, Malika Jeffries-El, Will E. Lynch and
Ellene Tratras Contis as candidates for Director-at-large
In 2021, ACS generated a net from operations of nearly $79 million, which was
almost $48 million higher than budgeted. Total revenues were $660 million, which
was 5.2% or $32.6 million over budget. Expenses for the year were $581 million,
or 2.5% below budget. This overall result was attributed to strong revenue
performance from the Society’s Information Services units (CAS and ACS
Publications), reduced spending due to COVID-19 related impacts, and careful
management of expenses across the ACS.
The Committee on Nominations and Elections solicits Councilors’ input regarding
qualified individuals for President-Elect and/or Directors for future consideration.
Suggestions may be sent to nomelect@acs.org.
The Chief Executive Officer’s Report The Board received an extensive report from
the CEO on issues relating to ACS core values of safety and DEIR, membership,
financials, the ACS Institute, strategic initiatives, and upcoming events and
activities. Notably, the strategic initiatives include funding of up to $50 million over 5
years for sustainability, fostering a skilled technical workforce, accelerating digital
research data projects, and accelerating life sciences growth.

Plastics Waste and the Circular Economy – 5 Signs of
Change
The Center for Sustainable Polymers is hosting a lecture on sustainability on May 4th. a
flyer for the event can be found here.
When: May 4, 2022, 7:00 PM CT
Where: 100 Smith hall
207 Pleasant Street SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Who: Keefe Harrison, CEO of the Recycling Partnership
Description: Consumers are calling on companies to help stop plastic waste. The public
understands that if we don’t address the global plastics crisis, by 2050 there will be more
plastics in the ocean than fish. On one side, plastics play a critical role in our lives and in
reducing GHG output, but the way we use and dispose of them matters. From policy to
corporate accountability, data- driven packaging design tools to global pledges, Recycling
Partnership CEO Keefe Harrison will highlight five signs that the Circular Economy is
driving a shift in the way companies and the public use plastics.
Register here

Cool Chemistry: An Event For Girls in STEM

WISE @ The University of Minnesota
Experience four hands-on and explosive chemistry demos, and end the day with ice
cream! Open to all girls grade 7-9. . You will participate in interactive, hands-on
workshops and experiments, watch awesome, explosive demonstrations, and learn new
skills that you can take home to wow and amaze your friends and neighbors. We provide
an environment where you will work with other girls to use the scientific process of
questioning, hypothesizing, and experimenting to solve relevant problems.
When: Saturday, April 30th, 10:00 am - 01:00 pm
Where: Smith hall
207 Pleasant Street SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Register here
More information can be found here.

Chemical Safety in High School Labs Workshop
Hosted by the Joint Safety Team at the University of Minnesota

Come join the University of Minnesota's Joint Safety Team for a free 2-day workshop on
chemistry lab safety. Flier can be found here
When: June 28th - 29 th, 08:00 am - 04:00 pm
Where: 117/119 Smith Hall
University of Minnesota
207 Pleasant St SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Credit: 13.5 CEU through University of Minnesota
1 Graduate Credit through Colorado School of Mines ($55 fee required)
Registration: here for free by April 30th, 2022
Description: This course is planned to support teachers in identifying and managing
potential safety issues that may have not been assessed before, in addition to developing

a different perception of safety. Participants will be introduced to the concept of safety
culture and learn how to improve safety it in their workplace. A series of instructions about
waste handling, storage and disposal, liability, safer lecture demonstrations, and other
topics will allow the participants to have more confidence in taking proactive control while
transferring to their students the appreciation for proper safety conduct.
Earn continuing education credits when participating in this workshop, which will happen
on June 28-29, 2022 at Smith Hall, UMN Twin Cities.
Register here for free by April 30th, 2022
The course will also offer 1 semester professional development credit through the
Colorado School of Mines. For participants who wish to be awarded that, a registration fee
of $55 is required after the workshop.
For questions or concerns, please contact Vilma Brandao or Steven Butler

Underrepresented Students in STEM Symposium - Twin
Cities (USSS-TC)
T h e 2022 Underrepresented Students in STEM Symposium (USSS-TC) will be taking
place on Saturday, September 24 th, 2022 on the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
campus! This is a free, in-person research symposium we are hosting specifically for
BIPOC students in STEM in the Twin Cities to present their scientific research, a
research proposal, or a scientific paper they are interested in. USSS-TC also has a
mentorship program where presenters can be paired with a graduate student/postdoc
mentor who will help them prepare their presentation and get insight on graduate school.
The inaugural event in 2021 was a great success and involved presentations on original
research and research proposals, panel discussions on graduate school, and CV/resume
review, among other topics.
If you are interested in or know of someone that would like to participate, please have
them fill out this registration form by June 3 rd, 2022 if they are interested in being paired

with a mentor or by September 10th, 2022 for general registration. Please note that the
June 3rd deadline is flexible so feel free to email ussstc@umn.edu with any questions or
concerns!

ACS Award Recipients of the 2022 Minnesota State
Science & Engineering Fair

On behalf of our Sponsors, Board, and Staff, the Minnesota Academy of Science
congratulates all student presenters for their excellent research and presentations in the
2022 virtual state competition! A total of 357 students presented 317 projects in this year’s
Minnesota State Science & Engineering Fair (MSSEF). The 2022 MSSEF also includes an
in-person celebration at the Science Museum of Minnesota on March 31.
The Local MN ACS section hosted the Outstanding experimental Project in
Chemistry/Biochemistry. This award recognizes outstanding high school ($100 prize) and
middle school ($50 prize) chemistry/biochemistry projects. Honorable mentions receive a
one-year subscription to ChemMatters, the ACS publication for high school students.
High School Outstanding Project ($100):

Josiah Butler (M): HS-BCHM-009 - Synthesizing Ethanol from Recycled Cardboard
Sludge using a Cellulase Enzyme Blend and Yeast (Edina):
Biochemistry Section, Grade 10, Chaska High School
“Really important environmental energy question. Creative approach and experimental
design.” —Judge
High School Honorable Mention (one-year subscription to ChemMatters):
Elizabeth Grace Smith (F): HS-CHEM-351 - You Freeze, I Freeze, We all Freeze for Ice
Cream
Chemistry Section, Grade 9, Crookston Secondary School (Crookston)
Benjamin Chen (M): HS-MATS-171 - Recycled Plastic for Resilient Infrastructure
Material Science Section, Grade 11, St. Paul Academy Summit School (St. Paul)

Middle School Outstanding Project ($50):
Indira Sivaraj (F): MS-CHEM-303 - Sneaky Solutes: Can we trap them?
Chemistry Section, Grade 7, Salk Middle School (Elk River)
“This was a super cool and very relevant real-world project!” —Judge
Middle School Honorable Mention (one-year subscription to ChemMatters):
Cece Hennis (F): MS-CHEM-178 - Which Vegetable Has the Highest Level of
Chlorophyll
Chemistry Section, Grade 8, Nativity of Our Lord (St. Paul)
Olivia Hamann (F): MS-CHEM-212 - How Clean is Clean?
Chemistry Section, Grade 8, Eagle Ridge Highschool (Burnsville)
Cohen Emmick (M): MS-CHEM-316 - Picking the Pepper: The Effects of Ripeness on
Vitamin C in Bell Peppers
Chemistry Section, Grade 7, Avail Academy (Savage)

Winners of Twin Cities Regional Science Fair
High School Winner ($60 and Certificate)
Romy Peterson: W-HS-BCHM-033 - Don't Forget About Caspace
Grade 11, Breck School
High School Runners Up (Certificate)
Cindy Pagel: T-HS-Chem 332 - Gluten Free or Gluten Debris
Grade 12, Convent of the Visitation School, Mendota Heights
Benjamin Chen: S-HS-MATS-203 - Recycled Plastic for Resilient Infrastructure
Grade 11, St Paul Academy, St Paul.
Middle School Winner ($40, Certificate, and Chemistry Magazine)
Indira Sivaraj: W-MS-Chem 179 - Sneaky Solutes--Can We Trap Them

Grade 7, Salk MS, Elk River
Middle School Runners Up (Certificate):
Cohen Emmick: W-MS- Chem 437 - Picking the Peppers
Grade 7, Avail Academy, Edina MN. AND
Olivia Hamann: T-MS-Chem 290 - How Clean is Clean
Grade 8, Eagle Ridge MS, Savage, MN.
Makena Mbuba: W-MS-Chem 152 - Bubble Trouble
Grade 7, Salk MS, Elk River

2022 MN ACS Awards
Ramesh C. Kumar, Chair MN ACS Awards Committee
2022 Janet Tarino Volunteer Award : The Janet Tarino Volunteer Award is given to an
individual for outstanding volunteer service to Minnesota ACS, and/or chemistry related
projects and events not directly connected to Minnesota ACS. This year's award goes to
Dr. Sarah Mullins of 3M Corporation. Dr. Mullins received her Ph.D. from University of
California, Berkeley in inorganic chemistry in 2001 and is working for 3M for more than 20
years. For the last 20 years. Sarah has volunteered her time and effort for a whole range
of causes notably her most obvious engagement to enhance diversity in the chemical
sciences including her involvement in the SEED program for the local ACS. Sarah
singlehandedly recruits diverse high school students, finds a host at University of
Minnesota for a full time research experience throughout the summer for the deserving
students. Sarah is a champion of the underserved and has had a very substantial impact
on diversifying the chemical sciences in the Twin Cities area. She has an impressive
record of volunteering for the local ACS as well as ACS at the national level. The
Minnesota section of ACS is very enthusiastic in bestowing this award to Dr. Sarah
Mullins which comes with a plaque and a $200 honorarium.
2022 Minnesota High School Chemistry Teaching Award : The Minnesota high school
chemistry teaching award is given to an outstanding high school chemistry teacher for
Excellence in High School Chemistry Teaching. This year's award goes to Dr. Angela N.
Osuji of Washburn High School in Minneapolis. Dr Osuji received her Ph.D. in Education
with an emphasis on teaching chemical and physical sciences. She has been teaching
high school chemistry for more than 10 years and is currently teaching at Washburn High
School in Minneapolis. Dr. Osuji is being recognized for her expertise in chemistry
pedagogies and devotion to inspiring all learners including students of color, and their
teachers in keeping with the goals of the ACS award. As a distinguished and talented high
school chemistry teacher, Angela has stepped beyond the classroom to use her leadership
skills for the good of all Minnesota science teachers and their students. In addition to
serving as MnSTA president, Angela has recently been appointed NSTA District IX
Director, thereby expanding her leadership and promotion of quality chemistry teaching to

a regional and national level. MN ACS is very proud in bestowing her with this prestigious
award which comes with a plaque and a $500 honorarium.

2021 The Lyle Hall Senior Chemist Award : The Lyle Hall Senior Chemist Award is
based upon professional activities of a senior chemist (preferably retired senior chemist
but all senior chemists are eligible). The awardee has to be a member of the Minnesota
section of ACS. Professional activities can include volunteer ACS service, active in senior
chemist committee, volunteer activities in any other scientific organization such as the
Minnesota Academy of Science (i.e. Science Fair Judging), professional writing,
consulting, and/or research. This year's award goes to Dr. Nicholas E. Schlotter. Nick
received her Ph.D. from Stanford University and after working for several years in various
industries, he is currently an Associate Professor of Chemistry at Hamline University
where he serves as Head of the Chemistry Department. Nick Has been a reliable
volunteer in the section for the past decade. He regularly attends all executive meetings
and is quickly apt to lend a hand when asked. He has served as a past section chair,
spent many years as an alternate councilor, and is now a councilor for our local section.
He has helped set up several section events at Hamline University over the years. This
included hosting Janet Brown and a signature event featuring Valerie Young on imposture
syndrome. More recently he has served as a liaison with the Minnesota Academy of
Science for the 2022 Winchell symposium. While many members of the board have come
and gone over the years, Nick has been steadfast to his commitment and service to the
local section. MN ACS is honored to bestow this award to Dr. Schlotter which comes with
a plaque and $200 honorarium.

Head Chemistry Tutor Position, MCTC Academic Success
Center
The MCTC Academic Success Center (the tutoring center) is looking for a head Chemistry
tutor. It’s a 50% position and would be perfect for a recent retiree looking to work part
time. Position description can be found here. Email April Hanson for application
instructions.
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